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In the quest to obtain more funding for school congruction in Montgomery County
from the gate or county taxpayers, it underminesyour caseto push building an
expendve school at Kendale Road that isnot wanted by the Seven Locks PTA or the
community.

The Seven Locks PTA by over a2 to 1 mgority voted againg the replacement schoal,
now they undergand the MCPS plans (and mogt in favor of the replacement school came
from Waysde area, not the surrounding community). Over 100 very concerned parents
good to show ther disagreement a the November Board of Education public hearing (on
the capitd budget) and again lagt week (January 6) a the Seven Locks replacement
schoal fadlities discusson (end were S0 againg the MCPS plansthat the MCPS officds
cancdled the scheduled vote on whether to proceed with Kendde design).

The County guiddines do not support megadementary schoals, but Kenddeisbeing
desgned for a 740-gudent core. We undergtand the County guiddines are 12 acreswhen
building aschoal a anew ste, but Kendde has only has 8 usable acres (due to Seep
grade and rocky terrain), thus subgtantialy reduding playing fidds (which is exactly the
oppodite of whet Mr. Leventhd said last night to Montgomery County PTA when hesad
exerdse was important to sudent hedth).

Because no one a the Board of Education is on record as amember of the Board asbeing
agang dedaing surplusthe current Seven Locks Site, the community assumes your god
isto get rid of the current Seven Locks Schod even though our schools are plagued with
overcrowding and tralers. The thought of dosng Seven Locks Elementary, and ripping
goat the community that surrounds the school and taking away the only large recreation
areawithin waking distance for our neighborhood children, has united the Seven Locks
community.

From the public' s vantage point, your process of supporting plans to expand Seven Locks
(whichwasthe offiad public MCPS podition until early 2004) and then suddenly

reverang course within less than amonth, without any subdtantive didog with the
community, has created afireorm of public distrust thet is Soreeding countywide and to
date offidas

MCPS s padtion thet they did not want to have adidog with the PTA or the community,
written response from M CPS to the community thet they would not provide written
answersto our questionsin 2004, and avoiding giving the community any detailed
finandd information, has acerbated the concern. A lack of willingness by the Board to
congder dterndive paths has cregted ill will and raises questions of trangparency and
fiscd reponghility. We stand ready to discusswin-win Stuations: Wheat do you need
from us or your own g&f to hdp you make afiscaly sound decison thet isin the best
interests of the Seven Locks community and our children?



